50                                  PROHIBITED   MARRIAGES.

of modern Judaism, the late rabbis of Berlin, Dr. GEIGER
and Dr. AUB.    Both of them belonged to the committee'
appointed by the first Jewish Synod held at Leipzig in
1869, to report, among other questions, on that concern-
ing marriage between Jews and Christians.

GEIGER, after haying demonstrated the difference
between the moral standing of the Gentiles of ancient
times and that of the Christians of our days, conies to
the conclusion :

" The marriage between a Jew and a Christian, when con-
cluded in a legal manner (by civil authorities only), is by
no means without moral worth, and religion, even from its-
standpoint, can not deny the validity of such a marriage.

" It is, however, a different question which faces us when we
ask whether mixed marriages ought to be favored and encour-
aged by religion itself. On the one hand, it appears that the
fraternity of the human race, which religion so emphatically
proclaims as its highest ideal and hope, will be promoted by
intermarriages. But, on the other hand, it must be conceded
that the divergence of spiritual life resulting from the differ-
ence of creed is apt to disturb conjugal peace and mar the
sincere union of hearts. Besides this, the apprehension of a
mutually detrimental influence in regard to the religious views
of either party can not well be suppressed. Religion, thenr
especially that religion which is not the prevailing one, and
which, because of being in the minority, is always at some
disadvantage, can not be fairly blamed if she hesitates to lend
a helping hand to further such marriages, if she prefers, under
such circumstances, rather to make the entrance into her folds
less difficult to the outside party than otherwise, in cases of
proselyting, her duty would prompt her." (x)

Dr. AUB,  in  his report  on  the question  before   us,

says :

(i) Beferate ueber die der ersten isr. Synode zu Leipzig ueberreichten
Antraege, pp. 187, 188.